
 

 

Lutheran Church of Our 

MARCH 2026 

 March 15th, Healing Services  

 8:30am Contemporary Worship 

 10:30am Traditional Worship 

 

 March 29th, Palm Sunday 

 8:30am Contemporary Worship 

 10:30am Traditional Worship 

 

 April 2nd, Maundy Thursday 

 7:00pm Worship Service 

 

 April 3, Good Friday 

 4:00pm Way of the Cross Service 

 7:00pm Tenebrae Service 

 

 April 5, Easter Sunday  

 8:30am Contemporary Worship 

 10:30am Traditional Worship 

 

 

6:30 PM - Soup Served  

7:00 PM - Study and Discussion  

 

Please join us on Wednesday evenings during 

Lent as we focus on the New Testament 

reading from the Sunday prior. Each week 

will include a review and discussion of how 

the lesson applies to us. Each week is a stand-

alone study. Everyone is welcome to attend, 

and the food is always delicious! Soup will be 

served at 6:30 pm, and you're welcome to 

bring your own salad or sandwich. Steve and 

Stacy are the facilitators for this study.  
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

LENTEN ADULT EDUCATION  
SERIES  
9:30AM - Sundays during Lent 

LENTEN SERIES RETURNS  
SOUP & SCRIPTURE  
Wednesdays February 25th– March 25th 

LENT & HOLY WEEK 2026 

Why did Jesus have to die?  

 

This Lent, we invite you into a thoughtful and 

transformative six week adult education series 

based on Adam Hamilton’s Why Did Jesus Have 

to Die? Each session stands on its own, making 

it easy to join any week.  

 

Despite the crucifixion’s central place in 

Christian faith, the New Testament offers 

surprisingly few straightforward explanations for 

how Jesus’ death saves—or why it had to 

happen. Scripture uses rich metaphors such as 

ransom, sacrifice, reconciliation, and victory, yet 

never explain how it works or why it had to 

happen this way.  

 

Hamilton invites us to consider a different 

approach: What if we’ve been asking the wrong 

question? What if the cross isn’t a transaction to 

be explained, but a living Word from God meant 

to transform who we are and how we live?  

 

Come explore these questions with us as we 

journey toward Easter, seeking deeper 

understanding and renewed faith.  
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Lenten Reminders 

(adapted from the sermon for Ash Wednesday, based on Matthew 6:1-6,16-21) 

 

Our Gospel Reading for Ash Wednesday sets the tone for Lent. Jesus is in the middle of the Sermon on the Mount, 

and here he gives some particular instructions regarding how we practice our faith. Praying, fasting, giving alms 

in secret rather than before an audience. 

 

Jesus really addresses the motivations behind doing these things. He points out that there are ways of appearing 

to do good things or practice faith with an eye to receiving personal profit or benefit—to be seen and appreciated 

by others. This makes it something performative and selfish. Jesus says that is not to be your way. 

 

Practicing faith is meant to benefit you, but not necessarily in the way of fame or notoriety. Rather, practicing 

faith benefits you by centering you in that holiness of the divine, bringing you into closer conversation and rela-

tionship with God, understanding the scope and wonder of God’s world, realizing again God’s love for you and 

your neighbor, and taking that to the rest of your life. 

 

Where you hopefully will be in faithful community, pray together, and give to charities or volunteer for causes. 

These are all good things to do. These are things I would hope you would do during the whole year—especially 

Lent. Not for the benefit of an audience, but simply because it is good to do good. 

 

Viewed another way, this approach may also serve as an encouragement and reminder to do good when no one is 

watching. What you do when no one else is around is also meant to be part of your faithful character. 

 

Lent is a time when many people add or refrain from something. For those who choose to do so, it is meant to be 

a practice that brings you into a closer relationship with God and your understanding of your faith. Whenever you 

do or don’t do something you gave up or added, you are reminded of what season it is and why. 

 

Jesus is going to the cross. During the Lenten season, we remember that journey. We become intentional about 

reflecting on our own lives. We pause to consider and better understand our mortality, our humanity, and every-

thing that Jesus took on for us. 

 

We take time to reflect on how and why we might live our lives a little differently, and we do that whether or not 

anyone notices. 

 

A blessed Lenten season to you all. 
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Elsewhere in this newsletter, there is a description of this year’s midweek Lenten Study. As has 

sometimes been done in the past, our study will be preceded by a light meal/fellowship. There is a sign 

up sheet on the bulletin board if you would like to bring a soup to share with the group. One crockpot of 

soup will be enough for the gathering. The sign up sheet will also include a space to sign up to bring 

dessert. (The same person/family does not need to bring both soup and dessert). The soup and dessert 

can be easy, non fancy, or even store bought (there is precedent for that!). The point is to share 

fellowship…. Participants may elect to bring their own sandwich if they’d like. Join us for the soup part 

of the evening starting at 6:30 pm, or come at 7:00pm for the Bible study if that’s what your schedule 

allows.  

Mid-Week Lenten Study 

Worship & Music 

HEALING SERVICE—MARCH 15, 2025 
 

This service began as a way to remember, grieve, and heal after the lockdown of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

As we continue on these years later, we’ve continued to hold a Service for Remembrance, Hope, and 

Healing during Lent to allow ourselves to pause and reflect on the ways we’ve grown in the past year and 

the ways we still need to heal in the next. 

 

The service includes a litany and prayers that focus on this healing and hope. The congregation will be 

invited to light a candle in memory of someone or as a sign of healing and courage for the days ahead, and 

they may also receive an anointing of oil as a sign of healing and remembrance of baptism.  

Easter Flowering Plants 
Again this year, we’ll be adorning the sanctuary with 

potted plants on Easter morning. If you would like 

to purchase a pot of flowering plants (pansies again 

this year), please sign up on the sheet on the 

bulletin board. You would loan them to us for our 

Easter celebrations, then take them home to 

brighten your home, plant in your yard, or give as a 

gift. They are from Lyon’s Greenhouse in Foxboro 

and are always healthy and generously sized. Details are on the sign-up sheet—make checks 

payable to LCOR with “Easter plants” on the memo line, or put cash in an envelope, and then 

place in the offering.   Cost is $12.50 per pot..           

                                                                                              

Soup & Dessert Signup 
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Join us for the Non-Progressive Supper. (What’s that you say??) 
 

We gather at one house and stay there for the duration of the time-instead of moving on to 

another home. We have found that we get to spend more time together eating and celebrating. 

Please contact Joanne for address. Join us on March 14 from 6:30pm-10:00pm.  

 

Bring an appetizer, main dish or dessert.  Please sign up on the bulletin board so we don’t 

duplicate. Come enjoy an evening of good food and fellowship. 

 
 

Always a great time. Hope to see you then. 

Joanne  

Stewardship News  
  

 By Joanne  

Seeking new team members! 

Our team is looking for a few more members to join our Stewardship Team. If you’re looking for a way 

to support LCOR and help us grow as a community, we’d love to talk with you. If you’d like to learn 

more about what we do, please reach out. 

Stewardship is not only about money or pledging. We are looking for people who want to contribute 

to our community in meaningful ways. 

Do you have thoughts on how Stewardship can improve?   

Please contact Joanne . 

 

Stewardship Campaign 

After Easter, the Stewardship Committee is looking to begin a “campaign” of sorts. This will help us 

connect on a more personal level. One on One. Stay tuned for more info in the coming weeks.  

Our 2025 total number of pledges were 32-as compared to 2024 when 46 members pledged. If you 

wish to pledge-it’s not too late. Any questions about what it means to pledge-feel free to ask . 
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Building & Grounds—Spring Clean-up! 

Dear LCOR Congregation: 

  

We will be having our “LCOR SPRING CLEAN-UP” of the property on Saturday May 2, 2026 this year. 

  

It is “only” through our volunteers that our Church/Daycare property continues to look as nice as 

possible.   

  

The work involved this year includes: 

  

OUTSIDE: 

· Trimming hedges / bushes and removing debris/branches, around property edges 

· Raking up edges of property where needed from winter debris: 

                     Behind all playground Fencing 

Behind Daycare to tree line  

Along Route 140 (including edging and cleaning up front stones) 

· Weeding all beds as necessary 

· Spreading mulch in all the beds 

· Removing any debris or dead branches across the property 

· Prepping the Children’s garden for planting       

· Trimming grasses near playground fencing 

  

INSIDE: 

· Cleaning/Organizing the Kitchen and Storage areas 

· Inside Daycare window cleaning, if possible 

· Outside window cleaning, if possible 

· Gutter cleaning – Mike from ROOF 

  

This will be a divide and conquer activity for whatever you desire to assist on. 

Gloves, Rakes, Blowers, Wheel barrels, etc. are always welcome. 

  

 Please contact the office if you can help at office@lcor.org. 

Sincerely, 

Mike  

Building and Grounds 

  
 

By Mike  
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Let’s Keep Fellowship Brewing!  
 

Love coffee? Love community?  Then you’re already 

qualified to host Fellowship Hour after the 8:30 Sunday 

Service. 

 

It’s easy!  

Brew a pot, bring a few goodies (store-bought works!), 

and you’re a Sunday morning hero! 

 

It’s low-stress, low-cost, and full of smiles.  Our open 

Sunday’s are listed each week in the mid-week 

announcement email.  Signup sheet is on the church 

bulletin board. 

Volunteer/Support Opportunities 
Lawnmowing Opportunity 

By Paul  

Calling all people who want to volunteer.  LCOR's lawn 

mowing season is upon us soon.  Ha,  as soon as the snow 

goes!!  We have a small crew of dedicated individuals 

who do this every year.  Some more than 10 years 

now.  If not for these people the church would face some 

serious lawn billing issues.  As we say the more the 

merrier.  Each individual that joins our group helps 

reduce the number of weeks our current team members 

have to do.   

So I’m asking people to think about what would you say 

if you were asked by Jesus!!!! 

If you would like to volunteer this season I can explain it 

all.  Mow once, twice, three times or more any assistance 

is welcomed. 

Please contact Paul. 

Thank you and looking forward to hearing from you. 
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Eat Out After Church 
Eat Out After Church — March Gathering, March 1st, 2026 

Our once-a-month lunch tradition, Eat Out After Church, is back for March! Everyone is invited 
to join us for good food and even better fellowship. This month, we’ll be heading to The 
Raven’s Nest in Walpole right after worship. Whether you’re new to LCOR or have been here 
for years, this is a wonderful way to connect, relax, and share a meal together. 

Upcoming Lunch Dates     

Mark your calendars—future Eat Out After Church gatherings are planned for: 

•May 3rd— Time Travel Cuisine, Norton  
 

•June 7th—Fresh Catch, Mansfield 
 

•July 12th— Sombrero’s, Canton 
 

*All dates and locations are subject to change.  Please check the church bulletin board and mid-

week announcements for updates.  We hope you’ll join us and bring a friend! 

 

Support World Hunger: We will continue to collect for World Hunger during Lent. There are copies 

of a Lenten Calendar for people to take in the Narthex and also a little magazine about programs 

sponsored by World Hunger.  

Serving Our Neighbors Through Food ’n’ Friends 

There is a wonderful opportunity to serve our wider 

community through the Food ’n’ Friends meal program  

at Centenary Church in Attleboro on March 21st. 

Volunteers from LCOR help prepare and serve a warm, 

nutritious meal to anyone in need, offering not only food 

but also kindness, dignity, and connection.  

 

This ministry makes a real difference in the lives of our 

neighbors, and new volunteers are always welcome. 
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Snapshots of  Our Church Community  



 

 

If you’d like to put flowers on the altar, simply sign up on the large flower chart on the bulletin board in 

the hallway leading to the education wing.  

 

They may be given in honor of someone, in memory of someone, an event (anniversary birthday etc.), or 

simply to the glory of God!  If the flowers are being given in honor or memory of someone, please write 

that on the flower chart. If no reason is stated on the chart then flowers will be given to the “Glory of 

God.” 

 

You must sign up a minimum of 7 days in advance. Flower arrangements are $50 each. Please place 

your payment in the offering plate and be sure you designate the payment as “altar flowers.”  

These flowers belong to you, after the flowers adorn the altar area for both services, please take your 

flowers home. 

Remember in Your Prayers  
Bud, Danielle, Jarmy, Jim, Karl-Heinz, Leo, Mark, Rylee, Sonja, Virginia, Willy, Richard , Shirley , Lucille , 

Daniel , Charles & Judy , Sandy , Joe ,  Joanne , John and Evy , Sally , Ted , Susan , John & Kathleen , Dave , 

Taunya , Jim & Mary , Ola , Mary Jo , Judy those homebound, in nursing homes, recovering and/or 

taking treatments, those serving our country both home and abroad, those who face difficult situations 

or problems, and those who are hurting or struggling or have lost loved ones.   

Prayer requests can be made by emailing Alice.  Names will remain on the list for three months, unless 

otherwise indicated. Requests must be resubmitted to continue an additional three months. 

                                            9 O U R  R E D E E M E R ’ S  V O I C E  

Altar Flowers 
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Server Volunteers Needed—All roles come with appropriate 

training and we don’t expect people to be scheduled more often 

than once a month.  If you can help in any of these roles or if you 

are just looking for more information, contact Karen.  Tellers do 

not need to be just from the second service, tellers can come 

from the first service as well.    
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